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The Party Continues

According to Jean Jacques Rousseau, Enlightenment philosopher and author of the revolutionary governmental treatise The Social Contract, “Man is born free but everywhere he is in chains.” During the period of this particular musing’s inception the people in the vast majority of each the world’s geographic locations suffered from tyranny, throughout mankind’s journey the vast majority of people have suffered from the trappings of tyranny. As is unequivocally displayed by George Orwell’s satirical reflection on totalitarianism, the novel 1984, unaccountable central powers utilize various methods to convince people, even those who would often be considered independent thinkers, that surrendering freedom equates expansion of freedom and quality of life. This novel, written in 1948 as Orwell’s predictions for what the condition of England in 1984 would be, centers on one of the few remaining individuals in Great Britain at the time: Winston Smith. In this dystopian society, people function as slaves to Big Brother, the ruling party of Oceania (England’s new name), who provides for a manipulated and relatively helpless people. Winston does not accept the Party’s lies as facts and is constantly striving to retain his individuality while struggling against totalitarian government. In a nation in which independent thought is condemned, Winston falls in love with a woman named Julia, despite the risk of death. Julia and Winston face a world in which no laws are necessary because the right of government to conduct itself however it wishes is unquestioned.  Despite those who propagate that an expansion of government is synonymous with an expansion of freedom and societal well-being, how the government in Oceania in 1984 conducts itself shows how central governments use fear, propaganda concerning the public good and false premises of security to manipulate citizens for the ultimate goal of power over the individual. 


Oceania is a totalitarian society in which all sources of media information in the nation originate from and are controlled by Big Brother, so it is not a wholly difficult task for this government to instill perpetual fear in its people. Of the two types of people in Oceania, Party Members such as Winston and Julia and the Proles, the Party Members suffer the most dictation from the government. This occurs to a degree in which any dissent against Big Brother is destroyed before it begins. While musing over Winston and Julia’s relationship, the narrator informs readers, “They did not discuss the possibility of getting married. It was too remote to be worth thinking about” (Orwell 144). In Oceania marriage between Party members is allowed if it is rooted in the goal of reproduction in service of the Party but strictly prohibited if rooted in love. A marriage centered on love perpetuates dissent from the party because it allows for love between individuals and in Oceania, Party members are allowed to provide affection only to Big Brother. Such a heinous crime as marriage for the purpose of love is too bold to possibly to materialize because it would undoubtedly incur the wrath of the Party to deadly degree for all who participated in the marriage. It has been said that if one wishes to understand the present he must understand the past, which is replacing history with lies is an effective way of scaring Party members into submission. According to the Party, before totalitarianism became a fact of life in Oceania:

Women had been forced to work in the coal mines…children had been sold into the factories at the age of six. But simultaneously, true to the Principles of doublethink, the Party taught that the proles were natural inferiors who must be kept in subjection, like animals, by the application of a few simple rules (78).

The Party provides an abundance of lies to the Oceania about the human conditions of the past and present-day Oceania, pronouncing life before totalitarianism to have been dominated by capitalistic oppression over all but the rich. This allows the government of Oceania to incur a somewhat parental role over the people of Oceania because they propagate the notion that the Party has provided for these people more adequately than they could ever provide for themselves. Fear perpetuated by the Party in its attempts at controlling the past extends as far as convincing the Proles that without the controlling nature of Big Brother, they would lead savage existences. Fear in Oceania plays the role of inducing Party members and Proles into submission.


Demonization of successful individuals has always been, for dictators, one of the most effective means of gaining power under the guise of promoting the general good of the public. Adolf Hitler perpetuated hate toward Jews in Germany while attempting to gain public support for his rule ideas proclaimed in his speech on April 12, 1921, “The Jew has not grown poorer: he gradually gets bloated…assuredly the Jew has suffered no privations” (par. 12). Such propaganda is so effective a tool of gaining power because it unites a country’s people into support of a leader and towards achieving a common goal, which provides the oppressive government a way of crushing dissent utilizing the façade of promoting the public good. In Oceania the government followed the dictator hand book well, according to Winston, while striving for truth, “The Party claimed, of course, to have liberated the proles from bondage. Before the Revolution they had been hideously oppressed by the capitalists…” (78) Demonizing these capitalist individuals deflects anger away from the true oppressors, the Party, and allows for gratitude to exist for whoever destroys the demonized individuals. Following Winston’s is capture for not being loyal to the Party, he participated in sex for pleasure and attempted to join a conspiracy against Big Brother, his torturer, O’ Brien, explains to Winston how futile the individual is compared to society, “’Can you not understand, Winston, that the individual is only a cell? The weariness of the cell is the vigour of the organism”” (289). O’ Brien informs Winston that the individual is lazy, weak and insignificant when compared to the government. The language O’ Brien is using propagates the notion that individuals are far too unstable to either provide for themselves or allow society to flourish; O’ Brien spreads the lie that only government, which he believes encompasses society as whole, can be sustained as a provider for people. Authoritarian institutions, such as the ruling party of Oceania, demonize the individual’s ability to provide for himself and government remains to provide for metamorphosed version the public good.


The essence of how the Party retains its power is through false promises of security towards the people of Oceania. Big Brother lies incessantly to the people of Oceania concerning the threat posed by other nations and as a result the Party has been able to convince its subjects that it has been war for decades. Winston informs the readers that since his childhood:

War had been literally continuous, though strictly speaking it had not always been the same war… But to trace out the history of the whole period, to say who was fighting whom at any given moment, would have been utterly impossible, since no written record, and no spoken word, ever made mention of any other alignment than the existing one (38).

Convincing the people of Oceania that they are in perpetual war and that winning the supposed war is the only hope of self- preservation, forces them to put all hope in the only entity which can fight in war: government. With all hope of survival placed in Big Brother, the Party can continue to suppress liberty from Oceania, simply by stating that it is necessary for the good of the war effort. When the people of Oceania are convinced that the sovereignty of their nation is in mortal danger, it is not a vastly difficult matter for the Party to convince the people that freedom will be detrimental their continued existence as a collective. The Party’s method of creating perpetual war against many different enemies, creates confusion among the Party members and destroys history, without which the people of Oceania cannot escape ignorance and dissent from supporting the Party’s tyranny. Contributions of freedom from society to the Party are not isolated to hopes of gaining security from other nations; the citizens of Oceania have also surrendered financial liberalism. Authoritarian regimes promise surpluses of goods and services as opposed to what they refer to as economic instability and oppression from the rich under capitalism. Enamored by promises of economic security, most of which, such as free lunches, are contrary to fundamental economics, the people of Oceania sacrificed their economic freedom. Winston explains the results: 

It appeared that there had even been demonstrations to thank Big Brother for raising the chocolate ration to twenty grammes a week. And only yesterday, he reflected, it had been announced that the ration was to be reduced to twenty grammes a week. Was it possible that they could swallow that, after only twenty-four hours? Yes, they swallowed it (65).

Socialism offered the people of Oceania stability and consistency and that is exactly what is provided; as the length of time the Party has controlled the means of production in Oceania expands, so does the decrease in amount of goods and services provided to the Party members and Proles. The combination of perpetual war and government control of capital results in a stagnation of living standards for the people of Oceania because the citizen may work only to serve the Party, which, during war, serves only the war effort.  


 There are those who harbor views contrary to the one, which believes that an increase in the power of government, beyond a certain minimum, ultimately means a decrease in liberty for everyone except those in power. According to the influential linguist and libertarian socialist, Noam Chomsky, “Financial liberalization has effects well beyond the economy. It has long been understood that it is a powerful weapon against democracy” (Counter par. 10). This argument centers on the premise that rich people acquire their wealth at the expense of others; it assumes that the world is comparable to a pie fixed and a larger piece for one person results in a smaller piece for everyone else. In accordance with this Marxist view, the wealthy, which are supposedly oppressing the rest of society, use their monetary power to influence politicians, effectively dominating the political system. If facts can be trusted, this is a fallacious view indeed.  A capitalist economy is not a static entity in which one person acquires wealth at the expense of another. On the contrary, wealth in free markets is provided based predominantly on productivity; wealth for the individual allows for wealth to be invested in productive ways based on individualistic self-interest. This productive investment benefits not only the investor but also whatever human capital is utilized. The result is a domino effect of benefits for individuals based on individuals pursuing self-interest. Thus capitalism is not merely most effective means for society achieving prosperity, it is the culmination of individual expression. As landmark political scientist Alexis de Tocqueville stated:

Democracy [capitalism] extends the sphere of individual freedom, socialism restricts it. Democracy attaches all possible value to each man; socialism makes each man a mere agent, a mere number. Democracy and socialism have nothing in common but one word: equality. But notice the difference: while democracy seeks equality in liberty, socialism seeks equality in restraint and servitude (They par. 17) 

Equality of results is not possible unless misery is the desired result.


While in captivity for crimes against the Party, Winston learns the truth concerning Big Brother’s desire to rule over people of Oceania. Winston receiving the truth began with him feebly declaring to his torturer, O’Brien, “'You are ruling over us for our own good,'” and O’Brien responding, “'That was stupid, Winston, stupid…The Party seeks power entirely for its own sake. We are not interested in the good of others; we are interested solely in power” (286). Despite the utopian promises of authoritarian figures and their regimes, based on 1984, it is clear that governments that embrace fascism or communism do not wish to help people but to control them. The promise of success without work or risk is something that people find very agreeable when manipulated by government propaganda. Never providing the people of Oceania with the paradise they were most likely promised, allows the Party to continue the false promise of utopia and the Party members can continue to believe Big Brothers lies. If the people of Oceania continue believe the Party’s lies, than O’ Brien knows how the future will be conducted. It is clear to O’ Brien that individual freedom and expression cannot coexist with unhindered governmental power. Under a totalitarian state, such as Oceania, political, economic and social freedoms are annihilated as a necessary component of the government consolidating and maintaining power. These three freedoms are necessary conditions if individualism is to flourish and contrary to the inherent nature of totalitarianism. As O’ Brien informs the captured Winston Smith, in the government controlled future of Oceania “'There will be no love, except the love of Big Brother…If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face -- forever'” (293).


Contrary to those who propagate the fantastical view that an expansion of government equates an expansion of freedom and societal well-being, the governing party of Oceania shows how central governments use fear, propaganda concerning the public good, and false premises of security as a means manipulating citizens in order to eliminate individualism from society and replace it with a consolidation of power for the state. For government, attempts at consolidating power entail striving to prevent dissent from occurring and crushing it in the various places it does exist.  Excluding Winston and his love, Julia, the people of Oceania accept the propaganda, which states governments can provide for society better then individuals can. Therefore, it is fitting that eventually in 1984, Winston receives the death sentence and Julia is lobotomized. Even though cruelties stemming from Big Brother exist in 1984, the people of Oceania still seem infatuated with the Party. The way in which government is tyrannical in 1984 correlates to how government oppression over people has been so prominent throughout history. Why has this trend of people exiting the arena of freedoms and responsibility to enter prison states been so prominent throughout history and how come only recently has this human tragedy been slowed in its progress? Because prior to the American Revolution, the fire of the Enlightenment match, the majority of the forms of government that existed contradicted freedom as they granted each nation’s central power uninhibited ability to pursue each government’s respective desires. Acquiring public consensus, if necessary, was an issue for these non-republican forms of governments, including dictatorships, monarchies, oligarchies, and true democracies, only of manipulating each nation’s respective subjects. Manipulation of this nature has centered on convincing people that government can provide for people better than they can provide for themselves and thus, humans willingly accept false existences.  Despite the truth that a thousand days as a serf is inferior to one day as a free individual, the trend of history has been people abandoning freedom in favor of government gaining power; promises of security cause people to condone power for the state as though humanity is a cowardly infant and government is its parent. People have been manipulated and pulled towards governmental expansion just as metal is pulled towards a magnet.
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